The theologian must take part in this
prayer and in the life of the Church, for theology
wishes to know God from the experience of His
saving activity among men. But the theologian
will never know this if he does not enter into a
personal relationship of live with God and with
the faithful through prayer. Hence one who
prays together with the other members of the
church is that much more a theologian. For in
their common live for God, the saving and
perfecting work of His love reveals itself all the
more. In the prayers of the Church and in her
worship there breathes her single spirit, and her
eschatological horizon - her goal of perfection in
Christ - is transparent. A theology which feeds
on the prayer and spiritual life of the Church is
a theology which expresses and deepens the
Church’s thinking, her spiritual life, and her
work of sanctification and serving.

Dumitru Staniloae

Religio is that which binds and
disciplines a community whose humanity is a
function of a shared set of experiences of birth,
maturation, procreation, and death. It is difficult
to see how this communitas could survive the
medical rationalization of our world or how
anything could replace or stand in for this
religio. This loss is one sense in which we can
speak of “the end of the human”. The twentieth-
century philosopher who perhaps saw this crisis
of being most clearly was Martin Heidegger,
who believed that modern technology, as an
exploitative framework of natural resources,
would interpose itself between being and the
world.

Bryan S. Turner

If I cannot convince you by arguments,
then let us pray together.
A. Khomiacof

Religion in modern society has been
privatized and has no necessary connection with
public culture; it is an aesthetic choice relating
to lifestyle. As a result, the metaphors of late
modernity express the trivialization of culture
and the McDonaldization of meaning.

Bryan S. Turner

Even as the whole force of the laws and
the commandments given by God to men
terminate in the purity of the heart, according to
the word of the Fathers, so all the modes and
forms of prayer which men pray to God
terminate in pure prayer. For sighs, prostrations,
heart-felt supplications, sweet cries of
lamentation, and all the other forms of prayer
have, as I have said, their boundary and the
extent of their domain in pure prayer. But once
the mind crosses this boundary, from the purity
of prayer even to that which is within, it no
longer possesses prayer, or movement, oOr
weeping, or dominion, or free will, or
supplication, or desire, or fervent longing for
things hoped for in this life or in the age to
come. Therefore, there exists no prayer beyond
pure prayer.

Prayer is the refuge of help, a source of
salvation, a treasury of assurance, a haven that
rescues from the tempest, a light to those who
are in darkness, a staff of the infirm, a shelter in
time of temptations, a medicine at the height of
sickness, a shield of deliverance in war, an
arrow sharpened against the face of his enemies,
and, to speak simply, the entire multitude of
these good things is found to have its entrance
through prayer.

St. Isaac the Syrian

Prayer is joy that sends up thanksgiving.
St. Nilos of Sinai
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Prayer is the foundation of the
connection with that which transcends us,
with God.

In a world that is becoming more
and more McDonaldized as Bryan S. Turner
put it, where loss of traditional values,
degeneration of our most fundamental
beliefs and nihilistic orientations create the
spectrum of an existential vacuum, where
the discrepancy between human being and
being human indicates a possible
termination of humankind, in a Homo
Homini Lupus society where hatred, atrocity,
violence, injustice, manipulation, and
exploitation take away human dignity, God
appears to be the ultimate resort for hope
and salvation.

It is only God who can do
something about our situation. Yet that
implies not only acknowledging God’s
existence, but being in the right position
before Him, a position of humility and
prayer.

What is prayer, how can one pray,
its role in one’s life and salvation, its
psychological and social implications, the
radical transformation of man that it can
achieve, such type of questions and others of
the kind will be addressed in the papers and
discussions that will take place at this
meeting.

Fr. Dr. Theodor Damian



